
LINGUIST9670B - Semantics, linguistic form and grammatical analysis 
 

Instructor

: UC2205A 

 
Course description 
The aim of this course is to get an understanding of the nature of semantics by focusing on its 
relation to linguistic form and grammar. It is clear that in the case of the lexicon, there is a close 
relationship between (lexical) semantics and linguistic form. The association between form and 
meaning at this level, however, is arbitrary: it is thus an open question as to whether this relation 
can inform grammatical analysis in any significant way. At the other end of the spectrum, it is 
obvious that pragmatics significantly shapes the interpretation of linguistic expressions. But 
there are obvious reasons to assume that pragmatics only has a tangential relationship with 
linguistic form and grammar. Between the two, there is syntax and morphology, where meaning 
of the whole is obtained by composition. We will try to better understand how compositionality 
of the sentence shapes its meaning, and to establish the kind of relationship that exists between 
logic, general cognition and grammatical analysis. 

General overview 
The course will contrast two approaches to the analysis of substantive terms (simple nouns and 
adjectives like dog, table, large, etc.) in the grammar. Under the traditional view, a substantive 
term is generally composed of three parts: a phonological form, a meaning, and a grammatical 
category. In the approach that emerges from my work, a substantive term is understood as a 
phonological form only, a label: it has no lexical meaning and no lexical category. The role of 
meaning is replaced in the approach by the assumption that the domain of application of the 
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Course format 
• Lectures with discussions in the classroom 
• Discussion in smaller groups 
• Discovery of empirical problem through presentation of example sets. 
 
Grading based on: 
2 presentations @ 15%        30% 
2 summaries @ 10%         20% 
1 individual final paper for 50%        

A topic and description 5%  
A detailed outline   10% 
Final paper   35%      50% 

__________________ 
 
Presentation in class: each student will be doing two presentations (maybe in a group depending 
on the number of students enrolled in the course) of about 15-20 minutes based on readings 
provided by the professor (or that the students have an interest in). The preparation of these 
presentations will be closely supervised by the professor; for the first presentation, the professor 
will be actively involved in assisting the students to establish the content and organisation of 
their presentation, providing specific guidelines and helping the students to construct the 
argumentation and how it relates to the fact presented. For the second presentation, the 
professor will be less involved in the preparation of the presentation, asking the students to 
replicate the process that was done with the professor in the first presentation. 
 
Summaries: after each presentation, the students will produce a 750-words abstract that 
summarizes the content of their presentation. 
 
Final paper: The objective of the paper is to identify an empirical or theoretical problem 
concerning an issue that relates to the content of the course. At the mid point during the 
semester, the sduteàà 
 
Detailed information about the project will be provided during the semester. Format: 15-pages 
minimum and 20-pages maximum, 12-point font, 1.5 line spacing, 1-inch margins. 
 
Attendance: Attendance and active participation in all lectures is required. 
 
Preliminary scheduling (subject to changes depending on progress of the course). Graded 
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January 29 proposition? 
2- Copular constructions 
3- Be in an approach where lexical 
terms have no meaning 

Parts of Renaat (1988) 




